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IN THE COUNTY OF PORTAGE
RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

APRIL 13th, 2015

7:00 P.M.

Application No. 4-13-15A Countyline Bar LED Sign

Application 4-13-15B Friendship Acres LED Sign

Proceedings at the Randolph Township
Senior Center, 1639 State Route 44, Randolph,
Ohio, taken by Julieanne Ross, RPR, and Nofary

Public in and for the State of Ohio, on Monday,

April 13th, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.

ROSS REPORTING
3200 Courtwood Way
Stow, Chio 44224
330-673-7367
Email: Rossreportfaol.com
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APPEARANCES:

Board of Zoning:

Bob Moledor
Mark Wise
Jason Bonecutter
Erin Myrla

Kevin Steiner

Also Present: Bruce Wagner, Zoning Inspector
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MR. STEINER: We'll go ahead and call
our meetfting to order. We'll stand for the pledge.

(Pledge recited.)

MR. STEINER: Okay. We have two matters
of discussion in our hearing tonight. And the
first matter that we'll discuss would be the
application 4-13-15A. Bruce, could you read the
description for that?

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: Yes.

Countyline Bar at the south end of town
wants to add an LED sign to each side of its
existing pole. And in essence it would fit below
the current sign as it sits.

They have been in contact with the
building department in which they directed them to
work with us first. 1In essence they are just
requesting to add an LED sign under their current
existing sign.

MR. STEINER: Okay. All right, thank
you.

Any of the folks that are planning to
speak this evening, please stand up and we'll
swear you in.

MULTIPLE RESIDENTS, of lawful age, were

first duly sworn and testified as follows:
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MR. STEINER: Thank you. Okay, so could
you tell us a description in your own words of
what exactly you'd like to do there.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: It's a two-by-eight
LED message sign. Basically it's going to going
to come —-- you will see it from the north end from
the south side. And it's going to eliminate our
sign that we cufrently have that we put the
letters on.

We can more or less put our specials on
the Board up on that, I plan to put the time and
temperature, and basically just our specials and
upcoming events. So it's not like it would be a
ton of information up there, just trying to draw
some more people to the location and whatnot. I
think it's a three-line sign.

MR. STEINER: Like that picture?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Absolutely, yeah.

MR. STEINER: Okay, so it's a two-sided
sign but there's only one?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Actually it's two
signs.

MR. STEINER: Okay.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: It's two signs put

together into a bracket, yeah.
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MR. STEINER: Sandwiched.

MS. MYRLA: Is it a three-color sign?

MS. HIGGINBOTHAM: Yes, 1it's exactly
what's on there, the green, yellow/amber and red.

MR. STEINER: And so it will be below
the existing —-

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Right.

MR. STEINER: -- sign where it says
Countyline on it?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yeah.

MR. STEINER: Bul it would eliminate the
temporary sign?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yes.

MR. STEINER: Will it use the existing
pole?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: That's my plan, to
use the existing pole, as long as it's engineered,
as long as an engineered from the sign company
stamps that that pole can withhold that with two
signs on it.

MR. STEINER: Right. That's all the
questions I have. Are there any other questions
from anyone on the Board?

MS. MYRLA: I guess I have two

guestions.
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In our book for digital display signs,
one of the requirements is that the message
doesn't change more than five times a minute.
Does that seem like something that would be at
issue for you or that you would be comfortable
with that?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Not at all, vyeah,
absolutely.

MS. MYRLA: The other limitation on it
is they can operate during the business hours, but
not between 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. So obviously
that's not your business hours. So what kind
of -- ideally when would you like the sign to be
on would be my question?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Well, basically I'd
have the sign on whenever our other sign is on.
So sometimes it's off by 11:00 o'clock throughout
the week and on the weekends it's by 2:00 o'clock
in the morning. Then back on at -—- I'm really
not -- I'm not sure how it really operates but,
you know, put it back on sometime in the morning,
6:00-7:00 o'clock so people going to work or
whatnot can see what our specials are for that
day.

MS. MYRLA: Okay. Did the company
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provide any sort of kind of guidelines on how
bright this sign is? Because there is not much
lighting around there.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: I think you can
control the brightness on it.

MS. MYRLA: So there is a dimmer that
you can control?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: TIf I recall, yes.
Now, obviously I don't want to have it bright
blinding everybody either, so yeah.

MS. MYRLA: Right, you want it to be
bright enough for people to see, too.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Right.

MR. STEINER: Is 1t controlled
wirelessly?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yes.

MS. MYRLA: As soon as installation of
the two signs that would be sandwiched, is that
when removal of the temporary sign would be?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yes.

MR. STEINER: That was my question.

Do you have any more questions? Any
questions from anybody else on the Board?

MR. MOLEDOR: How close to the road is

that?
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SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Oh.

MR. MOLEDOR: Want to make sure I
measured right.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: I would say it's
six, eight feet off the road.

MR. MOLEDOR: How many?

DENNI3S MAKAY: TIt's got to be meore than
that.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yeah, I mean, I see
it every day, but to put -—— I can’t really —-

MR. STEINER: I would say it's a good 20
feet off the road.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yeah, I'm sure
whatever the guidelines were to put it up.

UNIDENTIFIED: It's got to be at least
20 feet, at least.

MR. STEINER: It's set back in. Because
I just come from the south, or from the north
going south and really there's trees there and
stuff, I don't think you can even see it all that
well,

MR. MOLEDOR: Lock on item 10.

MR. BONECUTTER: Five foot from nearest
edge of sign or roadway.

MR. MOLEDOR: Where do you see that at?

ROSS REPORTING 330.673.7367




a

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR. BONECUTTER: Bl, no, that's wrong,
I'm sorry.

MR. MOLEDCOR: I have 9-10.

MR. BONECUTTER: It's still
free-standing, it's still a free-standing sign.

MR. STEINER: Any other questions from
the Board?

MR. BONECUTTER: No.

MS. MYRLA: Hypothetically if the Board
were to approve your variance and put stipulations
on your sign, the times your sign could be on to
the times that you gave me that you were thinking,
would that be amenable to you?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yeah, absclutely.

MS. MYRLA: I mean, are those the times
that you really needed?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yeah.

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: Do you want to
swear me in?

MR. STEINER: Yeah, I don't know if you
have to.

BRUCE WAGNER, of lawful age, were first duly
sworn and testified as follows:

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: I have

basically the rocad right of way down there, T
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spoke with 0.D.0.T. actually about the sign this
evening.

The right of way down there is only 30
feet, whereas up here at Friendship Acres it's
actually 66 at Friendship Acres. It's 30 feet
down south of town. So in that, the right of way
as far as I know 0.D.0.T. has had no gualms with
where the sign is currently placed.

The only difference that might change
the sign location is if the building department
doesn't like the way the pole is in accordance
with the way the sign might be. But my
understanding is these things are pretty light.
So that's the only way this sign's position might
change, but indeed it is off the road right of
way.

MR. STEINER: Okay, thanks.

Is there anybody else that might have a
comment, even if you didn't swear in, I could
swear you in right now. No comments or guestions?
Any other questions from the Board?

MS. MYRLA: I'd like to move to approve
the variance to Section 900.09, Cl(A) and (E) with
the following conditions: That the sign be on no

later than 11:00 p.m. on weekdays and 2:00 a.m. on
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weekends. That's all I want to say in my motion.

MR. STEINER: Any comments on the
motion?

MS. MYRLA: I need a second first.

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: I'd like to
request the availability for the Inspector to ask
for adjustment of the lumens of the sign if need
be. That way we can -- in the longrun we can
somewhat manage if it's an issue on the brightness
we can have a little room to work with it, but not
dim it out to the point where it's useless.

MS. MYRLA: I'll amend my motion to
include the condition that the Zoning Inspector
monitor the lumens, the brightness of the sign and
discuss with owner.

MR. STEINER: That's in case any of the
neighbors might say it's too bright at night.

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: I do have a
question. You say weekdays, 1s that including
Friday?

MS. MYRLA: I would consider Friday the
weekend. So Friday and Saturday would be weekend,
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday would
be weekdays. 1Is that what you were thinking?

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Yeah. Yes, okay.
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MR. STEINER: OCkay, so we have a

propesal. Can we have a second on the proposal?

MR. WISE: I second.

MR. STEINER: Mark Wise

seconds the

proposal. Roll call vote: Moledor?

MR. MOLEDOR: Yes.
MR. STEINER: Wise?

MR. WISE: Yes.

MR. STEINER: Bonecutter?

MR. BONECUTTER: Yeah.
MR. STEINER: Myrla?
MS. MYRLA: Yes.

MR. STEINER: Steiner?

Yes.

MS. MYRLA: I was just going to -- if

the record could reflect that the

temporary sign

will be removed once these two digital signs are

up. I should have added that to my motion. I'm

sure that that's your plan anyway.

MR. STEINER: So that puts that

application to rest.

MS. MYRLA: Well, I brought my umbrella

in. Did anybody else?
{Discussion had off the

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER:

record.)

I don't know

if the record needs to reflect this zlso or not,
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but the power, the wattage on this sign says 143.
That's not that bright in my understanding. It
will be enough to cut the iight in the evening,
but it's probably not going to be too offensive
like the Fred Martin car guys out there in
Barberton.

But, I mean, my understanding is that
should be close to what the power rating will be.

MR. STEINER: Are you looking on the
spec sheet?

ZONING INSPECTCOR WAGNER: Yeah.

MR. STEINER: I think that's just the
current draw measurement, that's not the regular
like light bulb.

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: Because 1t has
the amps and the 110 voltage, that's why I assumed
the power might be in the brightness.

(Discussion had cff the record.)

SARA HIGGINBOTHAM: Thank you guys.
Have a wonderful night.

MR. STEINER: OQkay, so let's have the
application number 4-13-15B. Bruce, if you could
read that one.

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: Okay. This

was an application from the Friendship Acres
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group, David Chalmers, the campground north of
town. What they want to do is where the sign, the
original sign exists, they have a temporary sign
cut front as well as the original sign for their
place of business.

They want to put an LED sign with kind
of like a cultured stone or a brick-clad surround
and a little roof on it to replace where the
original sign sits and get rid of the temporary
signage as well as replace the original sign that
was there. So in that, the specs they want to
meet were somewhat relative to the other sign,
nothing crazy bright. But they do want to replace
both signs with one stone, fixed, sclid sign.

And I also have the right of way spec
from ©0.D.0.T. and the current sign is well off the
right of way of 66 feet both sides or 33 feet from
the center of the road. So it's well off of that.

I think in one of the sheets I gave you
it shows where the sign was to be placed. So
that's basically replacing the sign that exists
there now.

MR. STEINER: All right, thank you.

How about if I swear in anyone that's

planning to speak on this subject this evening.
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MICHAEL PITTINGER, of lawful age, were first
duly sworn and testified as follows:

MR. STEINER: Okay, start with your
questions.

MS. MYRLA: I kind of have basic
questions for this one. What's the area -- do you
have an idea of the area of the digital sign that
you want to put in?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: The reason why -- I
think we were good with 30 by -- Bruce, you've got
it. I should have brought my paperwork.

Z0NING INSPECTOR WAGNER: My note says
32 by 85.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: 32 by 85. Basically
it's the same width as the sign we have now except
we're going to complete tear all that down.

MS. MYRLA: Now, the 32 by 85, does
that -- I assume you want to do something similar
to this(indicating)?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: I'm sorry, it's
going to be similar f{o this.

MS. MYRLA: So the 32 by 85, that's the
digital portion of the sign?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: This is digital and

this is —-
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THE REPORTER: I'm sorry, I can't hear
you when your back is to me.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: ©h, I'm sorry.

What we're going to do is put the
digital sign both sides and below will be, I don't
know what you'd call it, like a printed sign
that's fixed as well and it has little lights here
that shine on here, but not real bright but enough
to illuminate this part{indicating).

MS. MYRLA: What's the area of this
sign?

THE WITNESS: This sign is 32 -- what's
the bottom, Bruce?

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: So round it
off to probably what I would call normal
measurements would be 36 by 921, three feet by 91
inches. And that would probably be the bigger
scope of the whole sign itself. The 32 by 85 1
believe is what one of the signs that was spec'd
to fit on the facade.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: This is here.

MS. MYRLA: So 91 by 327

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: 36.

MS. MYRLA: But you're talking about the

whole structure itself is 36 by 917
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MICHAEL PITTINGER: No.

MR. STEINER: 32.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: No, 32.

MS. MYRLA: Because I tried to get a
measurement off the digital and then this overall.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: This would be about
60—-some inches tall, 64, 65 inches.

MR. MOLEDOR: That's the total height?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Yes, sir, right from
here to here. This is the area here and then over
to that.

MR. MOLEDOR: This is there now?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: No, that's what
we're putting in. We're going to take down the
sign and --

MR. MOLEDOR: What's the total height
there?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Total height here
will probably be about ten feet right here
probably at the most. We're still waiting on
because of the elevation, the way the grade is, we
couldn't -- the guy that came out to talk to us on
the masonry couldn't really tell the grade until
he shot the transit. But it would not exceed more

than, I guarantee, 18, 20, somewhere around there.
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MR. STEINER: Now, I'm sorry, this
dimension here, that and that{indicating)?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: That's 32.

 MR. STEINER: 32 inches tall?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: That's the overall
whole thing, that's not the actual illumination.

MS. MYRLA: That's the whole thing.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: And this also has a
control on it to where you can keep it, you know,
the brightness of it down as well as the other.

And this actually could end up being
smaller as well. We haven't gotten the total
thing. Like I was telling the gentleman, what
we're going to have, because of what the grade is
because it's different than what this sign
actually was in Edinburg, thisAmight actually be
considerably smaller in height because the mason
says 1t depends on when he shocts the transit
where the grade falls. So he couldn't determine
that until he shot it.

MR. STEINER: Okay. All right. Are
there any other guestions from anybody else on the
Board?

MS. MYRLA: What's the overall height?

MR. BONECUTTER: 12 feet less than --
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MICHAEL PITTINGER: Yeah, with the roof,
again, that's undetermined because it depends on
what that grade is shot at.

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: TIf T can just
inject an idea here, if you combine the height of
both signs, 1f they were indeed reaching 36 each,
that would be 6, plus the pitch of the rcof, that
would be anywhere from 18 to 24 inches, plus the
base material, you're probably looking 8 feet, 9
feet at most, if you had 18 inches on top to
bottom.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Depending on what
that peak comes out {to, it could be --

ZONING INSPECTOR WAGNER: It's probably
going to be 8 feet width-wise. So, you know, 21
inches is just shy of 8 feet. So it could be 8 by
8 feet roughly, that would be the worst case
scenario.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: We're trying to keep
that actual stone section down as low as possible.
But we also know that because of the way the grade
is on that side that on a heavy rain the water
does come up.

And that's something we did not want,

because we're going to put flowers and stuff in
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the flower bed in that stone-in area. So,
therefore, you don't want to wash them out either.
That's the problem with the other sign, it floated
out and started leaning. We've got to get rid of
those signs, they look bad.

MS. MYRLA: Our book says for any
planter sign, which this is kind of a hybrid, if
you will, that it shouldn't be more than four feet
tall. So you're not —--

MICHAEL PITTINGER: No, heavens no.

MS. MYRLA: We're talking 18 inches, two
feet?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Yeah, exactly. We
actually want to keep it as low as possible. The
thing is we don't want a sign being like
this({indicating), we want it more low.

MS. MYRLA: So you do plan to use it as
kind of a flower planter or plant bed?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Just, yeah, small
flowers, nothing that's going to grow real high
because they'll interfere with the sign, but just
those short little flower things in there.

MR. STEINER: You mean landscaping right
around the stone part or on the inside?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: It would be on the
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inside. Like I say, it wouldn't be anything
growing up because then it would cover the sign.
So it would be colored flowers in there.

MR. STEINER: Gotcha, okay. All right.
Any other guestions?

MR. MOLEDOR: What about the hours?

MR. STEINER: What's that?

MR. MCLEDOR: Is it going to be on a
timer?

MR. STEINER: We have to cover the hours
of operation. Now, that sign, your actual sign
for the business is the one below?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: That's correct.

MR. STEINER: The one above is
information?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Right. The current
sign we have now comes on at what time, right
about dark, and then it shuts off -- what time 1is
that one timed out? Or we can leave that one on
because it stays on all the time, it's illuminated
because it covers the campground.

The LED one, we could shut that off, you
know, at any time. But we would like to keep the
light illumination on the lower one because when

people come in at night to check in the
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campground, they can see. The upper one, we can
shut that down the same as the Countyline, that's
not a problem.‘

MS. MYRLA: Do you often get campers
that would come to the campground after the hours
that we said, like 2:00 a.m.?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Well, yeah, all
night long, 3:00 a.m. People travelling coming
off the turnpike and so forth or off I-76.

MS. MYRLA: So you truly get campers all
hours of the evening?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Yes. When Mr. and
Mrs. Hankey had it they used to have the sign
across the street. And right after they had
purchased it from them, the lighting, the power
line had got taken out by a storm. And it was
unbelievable how many people would be calling
because they couldn't find the place. And that
sign was huge on two utility poles, but just
because it wasn't 1lit.

But we would not keep the LED one on,

-just the one at the bottom a little.

MS. MYRLA: And you would use the LED
for events and specials?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Right, same thing,
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that's correct.

MR. STEINER: Okay. Now, is that events
like primarily for your restaurant there?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: That's correct, yes.

MR. STEINER: Well, I think according to
the zoning thing that we granted back in '08
that's supposed to close at 11:00 co'clock every
night anyway, right, the restaurant?

MS. MYRLA: Would you have any concerns
with being limited to changing the message no more
than five times a minute?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: No. We actually
went out to Edinburg, the Pedigrews (phonetic) put
one in and it was just like this. And we did a
study, we actually did a study on it. As we'd
drive by it you couldn't -- it was crazy. It was
terrible.

So even the sign people are telling us,
you have to keep it extremely 1lit low and limited
because too bright and too fast is not what you
want, unless like Bruce is saying, you're trying
to sell cars on 224, you know. Especially when
they are at eye level and they are not in the air,
it's at eye level and you want to slow them down.

MR. STEINER: Any other gquestions from
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the Board? Any questions or comments from
residents?

GARY HARRISON: I need sworn 1in.

GARY HARRISON, of lawful age, were first
duly sworn and testified as follows:

MR. STEINER: Thanks, Gary.

GARY HARRISON: I was going to tell you
that I personally think that that sign would look
a lot better than the one they have, for the
township it would locook much nicer. And digital is
here regardless. Thanks.

MR. STEINER: All right. Any other
questions? Audience, no?

Do I have a proposal?

MS. MYRLA: In a minute.

MR. STEINER: A proposal is being
prepared.

MS. MYRLA: As soon as Mr. Bonecutter is
ready I'd like to make a motion --

MR. BONECUTTER: I'm ready.

MS. MYRLA: -- to approve the variance
to Section 900.09 Cl(A) and (E) with the following
conditions: The brightness of both the LED and
the external lights to be monitored by the Zoning

Inspector in conjunction with the business owner.
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And also it would be contingent upon the

removal of the current signs once the new sign is

erected, and
would be off
MR.
MR.
MR.
comments?
MS.
why you would
daily?

MR.

that the LED portion, excuse me,

by 11:00 p.m. daily.

STEINER: Do I have a second?
BONECUTTER: I second.

STEINER: Bonecutter seconds. Any

MYRLA: Would you like to comment

like it to be off by 11:00 p.m.

STEINER: Well, that's the closing

time for the restaurant.

MS.
record should
MR.
Moledor?
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR,
MS.

MR.

MYRLA: Okay, I just thought the
reflect that.

STEINER: Okay, roll call vote:

MOLEDCR: Yes.
STEINER: Wise?

WISE: Yes.

STEINER: Bonecutter?
BONECUTTER: Yes.
STEINER: Myrla®?
MYRLA: Yes.

STEINER: Steiner? Yes.
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MS. MYRLA: Next time I'll get your
back.

MR. STEINER: Okay. All right, so that
one passed with the stipulation. Any questions?

MICHAEL PITTINGER: We can leave the one
sign up until the other one is built and finished,
right? So we can order our sign now?

MS. MYRLA: Yes, you're not going to be
without a sign.

MICHAEL PITTINGER: Thank you.

MR. STEINER: All right. Any other
discussion for this hearing?

A1l right, we'll adjourn. 1I'll take a
motion to adjourn the meeting.

MR. WISE: Motion to adjourn.

MR. MOLEDOR: I second.

MR. STEINER: Motion by Wise, seconded
by Moledor. Vote: Moledor?

MR. MOLEDOR: Yes.

MR. STEINER: Wise?

MR. WISE: Yes.

MR. STEINER: Bonecutter?

MR. BONECUTTER: Yes.

MR. STEINER: Myrla®?

MS. MYRLA: Yes.
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MR. STEINER: Steiner? Yes.
meelting is adjourned.

(Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.)

The
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